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| learned that many of these namesare quiteold, while othersare not.
) Where do these names comefrom? Most of the older namesoriginatefromthe
Fall Feeder Cleaning  eyy nauralist that explored thiscontinent and“ discovered” them. Thename John
Saturday, Oct. 16th  jamesAudubon should befamiliar to everyoneand itisno surprisethat he named
9:00a.m. to 4:00p.m.  agreat number of our birds. Nameslikewood-
It's that time again! Fall pecker, nutcracker, sparrow and finch were used
feeder cleaning day is just in  becausethey reminded him of those birdshewas
time to get ready for the fall ~ familiar within England. Thefirst namescanbe
feeding season. Once again  based on aphysical feature (White-throated
we will have a power washer  Sparrow), ageographic location whereit wasfirst
on hand and as marrl]y spare  discovered (Tennessee Warbler) or aperson of L o
T e e e Yo T (heprsnwhodioveratitorevena |11
11 e 10 £0n ESimeiEs riend of the person who discovered |t)_. photo courtesy of Jena Garr
\;ilzv L'jp time. _ Tomakethingseven moreconfusing for _ _ _
The cost will be $3.00 per bi rderg namescan angl do chgr_lge. A group known astheAmerl can Ornlthc_)l ogi-
feeder for cleaning and $5.00 €& Unionmakesnaming decisionsbased on proposals sentinto them by scien-

ASK Mark ......cceeeeeeveeiciecieeeiee, 5

for repairs with this fall’s tists. Many name changes haveto do with resol ving aname conflict with another
proceeds going to the Martha  bird somewhere elseon the planet (American Kestral).

Lafite Thompson Nature Other possiblereasonsfor aname changeinclude remov-

Sanctuary in Liberty. Wild ing apotentially offensivename (Long-tailed Ducksuseto

Delight will help offset the be called Oldsquaws) and species splits (Solitary Vireos
cost of the cleaning witha  \yere gplit into three different speciesand had to have
$3.00 OFF Coupon. threenew names). Among themost confusing of name

f ' » ’ changesfor mearethe onesthat occured long ago to aign
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the bird withitssong (Bobolinksand Dickcissals).
Inan effort to entertain, not to confuse, youshould | o ety Koo e the

look up someof the“loca” namesthat birdshave. A Green-backed Heron.

coupleof my persond favoriteshavedwaysbeentheFly L2120 Y Paul Ruehle

Up The Creek Bird (Green Heron) and Stump Knocker (Pileated Woodpecker)

_ but there aremany more.

Blue Jay's love inshell Names can be confusing, but they arefun. Thenext timeyouareflipping

peanuts. The XMPF feeder  throughyour field guide, pick out abird with anamethat you don’t recognizeand

from BirdsChoice is great for  put your reasoning skillsto thetest. What would you have named it?
attracting these beautiful birds.
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Since installing her water feature in

(1999, tl)lis is the list of birds Ruth
. . hotos) has d ted using it.
Adding Water For The Birds oo 11 mind that et horme b 1

by Ruth Smmons, photos by Morgan McKellar

Keep in mind that her home is in
downtown Lee’s Summit. Impressive!

American Crow
American Goldfinch
American Robin

Do you haveasection of theyard that ishard to
mow or would you liketo accent your garden? Why not qmerican Hobin
think larger thanabirdbath and gowitharecirculating |- ERT
creek? Thewonderful concept of theAvianAquaticsBird §.3 Black-and-white Warbler
Creek isthat it can be adapted to your landscape, gﬁ‘ék;;?pped Clatdients
whether largeor small, steep or flat. Brown Creeper
: Brown Thrasher
Arst SUrvey y.OUI' areaand , Brown-headed Cowbird
get thegenera outlinefor thewater’scourseand Canada Warbler
gather supplies: pond liner, creek gravel, landscape gagohr\l; Wren
rock, level, shovel, hose, work gloves, plants, and kit  (pootnut-cdod Warblor
Depending on thelocation, you may need to havean g{lippirig S%aérow
| ay-colore arrow
dectricianrunalinetoyour site. S
Then createlevel areasfor eachdishand dig Common Redpoll
out the areafor the pond and pump. Common elllowrilizest
| highly recommend that you linetheentire

Dark-eyed Junco
Downy Woodpecker

: : % )

length of your creek with pond liner to prevent g Eastern Bluebird
& Eastern Towhee
Ie'o‘kage P Field Sparrow
After digging Golden-crowned Kinglet
dlevdina: utthe Gray Catbird

a_1 GV. Ing, p e . ] Great Blue Heron
liner, dishes, and pumpin placeanddoapractice Harris’s Sparrow

runto see how thewater flows. Asyouaddthe ~ Hermit Thrush
House Finch

gravel theflow will change, soyoucanadjustas  House Wren
you need to. Indigo Bunting
Lincoln’s Sparrow
Now you areready tolandscapewiththe  Marsh Wren
rocks. Therock that Mark used came from Cripple Creek, they have agood gouﬁniﬁg %\?Vﬁol
asnville aroler
selection of sizeand color and their priceswere Northern Cardinal
very reasonable. During thistime check to see Northern Flicker (Yellow-shafted)
that the water does not escape by traveling Northern Mockingbird
acrosstherocks. Keepitinthecreek! Wet dirt

Northern Waterthrush
Orange-crowned Warbler

off tothe side of the creek isagood indicator of

escaping water. Add plantsaround andinthe Red-bellied Woodpecker
Red-breasted Nuthatch

watch thebirdsenjoy it too. Rose-breasted Grosbeal {8
Ruby-crowned Kinglet

g Take 15% OFF All Pond Kits Swainson’s Thrush
Tennessee Warbler

Pine Siskin
Purple Finch
.. I
water ond Yo aefl nished Red-headed Woodpecker
Relax and enjoy the sound of thewater and Red-wingod Bladkbird
Ruby-throated H ingbird
ALL POND KITS ON SALE s;lng szl‘:i‘ojv ummingbir
i Spotted Towhee

! Prices Range From $129 to $450. Tufted Titmouse
= (Wedonot keep thesekitsin thestore. ~ White-crowned Sparrow
& They takeabout aweek toarrive) White-throated Sparrow
. . Wilson’s Warbler
Thisisthe same kit as above on a gentle Winter Wren
slope with mature landscaping in Ruth’'s Yellow Warbler (Northern)
4+ yard and a recent visitor! Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

Yellow-rumped Warbler (Myrtle)
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Have Binos, Will Travel!

The wonderful spring migration season we experienced quickly gave way to an extremely
hot and humid summer. We do very few bird hikes during summer and there is no secret
asto why. For thirteen of us, June held awonderful birding experience. We ventured to,
what | consider, the birding Mecca of North America. Southeast Arizona hosts some of
the most unique birds that can be found within our country’s borders. Wetallied atotal of
150 speciesincluding such beauties as Elegant Trogon, Buff-breasted Flycatcher, Red-
faced Warbler, Mexican Spotted Owl and 11 different species of hummingbirds. If you
haven’'t been bitten by the birding bug yet, you should giveit atry sometime.

A true jewel of Southeastern
Arizona, Berylline Hummingbirds
like this male photographed in

The hikes and programs listed below are available to our store customers

(not organized groups, they can be arranged separately) Miller Canyon near Sierra Vista

space is limited and fill on a first come first serve basis. can be exremely difficult to find.
. ur groups saw at least 4.

PLEASE call the store to register (816) 746-1113 photo courtesy of Mary Nemecek

Thursday MorningBird Hikes — o — — — — — —————
WhileFall migration isless dependablethan Spring, itis Fall Feeder Cleaning b
I

till agreat time to get and see birds. (Most) Thursday |
mornings during September and October, Ruth, John or EaiULdEy_(ict_ 1_6 E] _9 20_& T _to_4_02p_m_ 4

myself will lead amorning bird hike at one of our favorite . -
spots. Hopefully, oneor all will fitinwith your busy Squaw Creek National WildlifeRefuge

schedule. Call for meeting spot. Su_nd-ay, Sept. 19th _ _ 8: QO am. to 2 p.m.
Thistime of theyear, wewill be primarily looking for

Sept 9" Parkville Nature Sanc. 8:00 - 9:30 migrating shorebirds and songbirds. Depending on water

Sept 16 Little Bean Marsh 8:00-10:30 levels, this could be agreat time for shorebirds,

Sept 23" Weston Bend S, P 8:00- 10:30 waterfowl and songbirds. Bring a sack lunch and snacks.

Sept 30" Smithville Lake 8:00- 10:30 Meet at the store at 7:30 or the refuge at 9:00. Cost

Oct 71 None This Date Sorry $5 per person.

Oct 14 Amity Woods Park 8:00-9:30 Four River Conservation Area/TabervillePrairie

Oct 21¢ Maplewoods C. A. 8:00-9:30 Saturday, October 9th

Oct 28" Wyandotte Co. Lake  8:00- 9:30 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Ing cl Fall waterfowl migration should bein

) _n org asses full swing and we will search for ducks
Gearing Up For Winter Bird Feeding & geese as well as grassland species.
Wednesday, Sept. 29th 7:00p.m.108:30p.m.  Thisisalso agreat timeto look for
Whether you’ re new to bird feeding or just want to brush migrating hawks and sparrows. Bring a
up on the birds of our backyards, this classisfor you. We  gack Junch and snacks.
learn to idendify the birds we hope to attract to our yards Meet at the store at 6:45. Cost $5 per

by providing the right food, water and shelter for them. person. DoCuObrI sﬁgrrsﬁtted
) . . hoto court of
What’sIn aName? ===mmms 5 SmithvilleLake P Mary Nemecek

Wednesday, Oct. 20th

7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Inspired by the cover article, this class
will take amore in depth look at bird
names and their origins.We should
have some fun learning about the
origin of bird changes and how some
have changed over the years. Come

Sunday, October 24th
1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Weather depending, this can be a great time at the lake.
We will search the lake for loons, grebes and other
waterfowl. The surrounding woods and fields can be
great for early winter arrivals.Thistime of year has
yielded Jaegers, Kittiwakes, Snow Buntings and other
great birds.

. o u " oL Our Best Selling .
with some of your favorite“local” bird | giware is now Meet at the Litton Center at 1:00.

names to share. cheaper than ever! Cost $3 per person.

BACKYARD BIRD CENTER



ﬁ SUMMER 2010

Species Profile: Yellow-billed Cuckoo

by Mark McKellar

Oneof theearly birdsto catch my attention when seeninthelatesummer. Thesebirdshavelearnedtoroll

| first started birding wasthe Yellow-billed Cuckoo these hair covered caterpillar so that they can swallow
(Coccyzusamericanus). Oneof thefirst bird songsl them. They asolovetheloud Cicadasthat are droaning
learned to recognize, itisstrangly away rignt now.

One of themost fascinating thingsabout
yellow-billedsishow fast their young devel ope.
While most of our songbirdsare abletoleavethe
nest 12 to 16 daysafter hatching, young cuckoos
may bewandering out onlimbsjustin7 days. It
isabout that timethat their flight feathersburst
: i fromtheir “pins’” and grow incredibly fast. Studies
F}ﬂ'tzwt;sig?gk %léfggﬁl show that feather growth only takes about two

hoursoncethey start to grow. Wow! From laying

uniqueand nothing likeany sound |
had ever heard comingfroma
clock.

LocasinNorth Carolina
caledthemRain Crows. “If you
hear onecdlingit meansweare
goingtogetrainsoon”. If only that
weretrue. Tomethey sound like
something you would expect to hear

inajungle. eggsto fledging can beasshort as 17 days.
Cuckoosarean incredibly uniquegroup of birds L ook for theselong-tailed, long-billed birdsrunning
that can befound acrossthe planet. Somearequite aongtreelimbsor dashing between treesalong forest
largeandfill many nichesinnature. Most finditinterest-  edgesfromearly May through September. Thethinning
ing that roadrunnersare ground cuckoos. leavesinlate summer make spotting their whitebelly
Yellow-billed Cuckoosarewell known for their easer. Look for therufousintheir wingswhenthey fly.

ability to eat the Tent Caterpillars (web worms) that are

CONSERVATION CORNER: Missouri Master Naturalists

In 2004 the Missouri Department of Conservation and the University of
Missouri Extension joined together to createthe Missouri Master Naturalist
(MMN) program. MMN isagroup of ordinary citizensthat dedicatetheir
timeto protecting, restoring and promoting education around Missouri’s
natural resources.

Missouri Master Naturalist volunteers partner with other local organiza-
tions such asthe Department of Conservation, Kansas City Wildlands,
Missouri River Relief, Martha L afite Thompson Nature Sanctuary, Platte
County Parksand Recreation and many other groupson avariety of initia-
tives. Someof these projectsincludewater quality monitoring, river clean-
up, surveying for endangered plantsand wildlife, restoration and preservation b =
of natural areasand honeysuckleremoval. kSR T

Each volunteer goesthru 40 hoursof initia classroomtraining, field “&?;2‘32? (K;;;(Zroﬂﬁ r;rii't' fg‘;ﬁ’fé f\fmtf ,e
tripsand acapstoneproject. Then each volunteer commitsto aminimum of Honeysuckle from Rocky Point Glade in
40 hoursinvolunteer serviceand 8 hoursin additiond training annualy. Add SWOpeMP,\Tﬁ ' nﬁ’Q;f; ’;Ad;;“;';ﬁgsgf‘y o
it up and that isthousands of hours acrossthe state dedicated towards
ensuring thefuture of natural areasand resourcesfor enjoyment by generationsto come.

TheKansas City Missouri Master Naturalist group isknown asthe Osage Trails Chapter. If youwould like
moreinformation onthe MMN program in Kansas City please go to www.gkcmn.com.

BACKYARD BIRD CENTER
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Time To Ask Mark. ..

Q. Why dobirdsgather in flocks?

A. Inshort, thereissafety in numbers. Many of theflockswe seethistimeof year are
gathering to “fatten” up beforetheir journey south for thewinter. If one of thegroup
findsfood, they all find food. If one of them spotsahawk, the rest of them benefit from
theearly detection. If apredator triesto catch amember of theflock, the greater the
number of individuasintheflock themore optionsfor evasionthereare.

Q. When will my hummingbirdsbeleaving? Should | takemy feeder sdown to
make them leave?

A.Hummingbirdslikeother birdsaretriggered by day length to start their migrations. gathering this time of year,
Becauseflying isso costly onabird’ sbody, they haveto fatten up to survivetheir nightly [ photo courtesy of Mary Nemecek
flights (onereason they defend feeders so vigoroudy thistimeof year).By keeping your feedersout andfilled lateinto
thefal, you may help alate migrating bird that iscoming through when natural food istruly scarce. Inthe past few
years, we have cons stently gotten reports of hummingbirdsat feedersthrough thefirst week of October.

Q.Wheredoour oriolesgointhewinter?
A.Whilel have seen Baltimore Oriolein coastal North Carolinainwinter, | believe most of our birds spend the bulk
of their wintersin varioushabitatsin Central America. | have read that they take advantage of thetreesleft in shade

coffeeplantations.

Q. | keep seeing commer cialsfor abird seed that issupposed to attract pretty birds.
Istheir’sany different than your blend?

A. Other than being twice asexpensive asour house blend, thereisvery littledifference. |
awayssay that asunflower isasunflower no matter what color thebagis. A customer
brought in one of these expensive bags of seed recently and hereiswhat | found. They
includefour seedsthat | would never usein my premium general seeds (whitemillet, red
millet and canary seed and nyjer). | do usemillet in my ground mixesto take care of the
sparrows, dove and blackbirds. Canary seed, | do not useat all and nyjer isafinch seed that
should belimited to useinfinch feeders. Trying to put too many kindsof seed inthe same
bag, more often than not, leadsto problemswith lessdesirablebirds.

To attract a good variety
of pretty birds, you need
to use clean quality seed.

LATE SEASON WILD DELIGHT SPECIALS

Take 20% OFF any size Bag of Wild
Delight Cardinal Foode

FREE

Timbuktu Mealworms, Fly
Larvae or Waxworms.
Expires 10/31/10)

Offers Expire October 31th 2010
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Carolina Wrens love
roosting pockets for getting
out of the elements Photo

courteys of Kathy Lewis

REASONS TO FIND BACKYARD BIRD CENTER ON FACEBOOK

I must admit, several people got metojoin Facebook with alittlekicking and screaming. Now, almost ayear into
it, | wouldn’t giveit up. If you haven't found us, here are some of the benefitsof our page; instant

reporting from all over the city about what isgoing on at thefeeders; great picturessent infrom
backyard feedersand rarefinds; instant updates and in store happenings; contestsfor seed,
feedersand other fun prizes; and reportsof rarebird sightingsand other funfacts. If you
haven't found usyet, pleasetakethetimeto do so - we' dloveto hear what'sgoing oninyour
yard and we know you would enjoy hearing what’sgoing on at everyone el se' sfeedersaround é
thearea. If youwant to submit photosfor our Facebook page, please send themto
backyardbirdcenter @att.net.

/~ “UErva Poles and Deck Arms & 7
The Right Tools For the Job 2

Important Dates
L ateAugust - Hummingbird Numbers Peak
LateAugust/Early September - watch for
largeflocksof migrating martinsand swallows.
Early October - last of migrating
hummingbirds generally have passed through.
Early toMid-October - Watch for early
winter arrivalssuch asjuncosand kinglets.




