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~Inside This Issue - We Really Do Appreciate You!

Indoor Pet Section ..................... 2 by Mark McKellar

Have Binos, Will Travel! .......... 3 Médanieand | areextremely lucky. Assmall businessowners, itisgetting
Species Profile: harder and harder to survive. If it werenot for you, our loyal customer base, we
Barred OWl .......ccovvvevverrerieinnns 4 surely could not keep our doorsopen. That iswhy thisyear wewanted to do
Conservation Corner something even more specia for our Customer Appreciation Day.

Missouri Prairie Eoundation ...4 For the peoplewho drive extradistancesto get here (passing competitors
ontheway). And for the peoplewho remember that it savesus money whenyou
pay with cash or check instead of acredit card. And for those who choose not
totaketheir conservation discounts (even
Facebook? though they belong to the groupswe Customer

;\gsg/’gg% - support) becausethey know itistough. Appreciation Days
_ —) enoughfor thesmall businessownersto Sundav & Monda

Center is now stay inbusiness. . Weinviteyou to come y y
g » 4 December 6th& 7th

Do you N

on Facebook :

: meet somevery specia guestson Sunday
and Twitter. You can
hecomea “ fan® and follow  Decemberéth. | Sunday 1to 6 pm
along with what folksare ~ Forthethyearinarow, everything | \onday 9:30 to 6 pm
seeing in their backyards inthe store (except 401 b and larger bags of

|
quickly. bird seed) will be 15% OFF. Sorry we ‘3

Ew can’'t combi newith other offersor coupons
= thosedays). Wewill also havethegreat
Don't forget that receiving  refreshments, door prizesand drawingsfor
our monthly e-mails and fabulousgifts. Theextraadded treat will be
ﬂ;ar;iré%;re‘\’l\’s etter o_nlll(ne for thosewho can comein after 4:00 pm.
b Paper, in on Sunday the 5th. Swoop the Eurasian

and other natural re-
sources. You also get up- Eagle Owl and Talon the baby Spectacled

dates on salesand programs ~ Owl will beinthestorefor your enjoy-
much quicker. Join today ment. These magnificent birdsare part of the Wings Of Lovebird show. You can
by visiting visit Yvonne swebsitewww.wings-of-love. com for moreinformeation about
www.backyardbirdcenter.com.  theseand all of her great birds.

The sign up ison the front

page and is easy.

Extended Holiday Hours
December 1st - 24th
Mon - Fri 9:30 - 6:00

**Thursdays 9:30- 7:00

™ Bird Seed PricesDrop Just In TimeFor
| Feeding Season!

~ 50#Black Oil Sunflower  was$18.99. .. now $15.99

| 50# Safflower was$42.99. .. now $33.99
8 50# Fine Sunflower Chips was$49.99. .. now $39.99
50# Sunflower Hearts was$59.99. .. now $52.99
Saturdays 9:00 - 5:00 50# Nyjer (thistle) was$67.99. . . now $49.99
**Sundays 1:00 - 5:00 50#Black Tie(finchmix) was$59.99. .. now $47.99

December 24th close at 5:00 Red-bellied Woodpecker ~ 40#Boardwalk Blend ~ was$29.99. .. now $23.99
Closed 25th photo by Fiske Miles
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New “House” Pet Area Opens
After yearsof requests, wehave _
finally broughtinafew “house’ pet | s
itemsfor sale. It started with asearch
for high quality dog food for ourown - '
animalsand hasled to asection of the . §
storededicatedtoour furry friends. == e 1
Earthborn Holisticsdogfoodisa ™ yiss mieys Photo
highenddogfoodthathas by Morgan McKellar
really impressed everyonewho hastriedit.
57 Our dogsaswell asdogsof thefirst
few customers that have reported
back in, al say their dogschoseit
soundly over their old food. Check
their website: www.earthbornholisticpetfood.comfor
detailsondl of their ingredi-
entsand formulas.
Doesyou pet spend
timeoutsdeinthewinter
months?We now carry the

heated dog bowl we' veused

for the past threewinters. It

never freezesover.

did someresearch on pet toysand now carry a

few itemsthat camewithredly high

recommendations. Our two k ?

withthe Hide-a-Squirrdl. k‘ S

Weloveour petsand wewant them to be healthy

and happy. Don’t forget them thisholiday season.
Becausewe are surethat your
dogswill lovethisdog food and
will behedlthier for eatingit, we
bag on us. Choosefrom any of
the5formulasand don’t forget
that each bag has a$3 Off

Dogsand cats need toysto occupy their time. We
dogsarehavingloadsof fun
TRY IT FOR FREE
want youto haveallbsample
coupon on the back toward your

(Mention this ad for 1
free 1 Ib sample bag -
Expires 12/31/09)

andlarger)

THE OLD FARMER'S ALMANAC
S0 you' ve lost faith in weather

forecastersall together!
We havetheamanac and planting
calendarsin stock. They makegreat

holiday gjfts

next Earthborn purchase (6lb size

“B Winter Finch Montage

Last winter was the best winter finch invasion year
we have seen in along time. Can it happen again? Fill your
feederswith finch favoriteslike Nyjer, Fine Chips, Black
Tie, Sunflower and Safflower and keep your eyes open.

How are you at name that bird? While much easier if
you go online where the pictures are in color, you should be
ableto find thefollowing birds (thiswill be much easier if
you view this online at www.backyar dbirdcenter.com):

Male Purple Finch
Male House Finch
Female House Finch
American Goldfinch
Pine Siskin
Common Redpoll
(M) White-winged
Crosshill
(F) Red Crosshill

Photosby:
Lisa Owen
Ruth Simmons
Fiske Miles
Mark McKellar
Judy Farris

Complete answersare posted onlineand at the store!

BACKYARD BIRD CENTER
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Have Binos, Will Travel!

™ e e
Thefdl birding seasonisawaysinteresting. It beginsin August when shorebirds (generdly
birdswho were unableto find amate) start moving south. Warblersand other songbirds

really pick up in September and hawksfilter in with their numbers peaking in December. w <

Most of our truefall birding isconcentrated around arealakes. Kansas City iswell posi-
tioned for waterfowl migration. The numbersof gullscan beimpressiveaswell asthe
number of different species. Ducks, grebesand loonsfilter in with each cold front and
Ospreysand eagles can be seen with rel ative ease thistime of year.

The hikes and programs listed below fill on a first come first serve basis.
PLEASE call the store to register (816) 746-1113

I dentifying Birdsln Your Backyard (in storeclass)
Thursday, January 14th 7:00 p.m. t0 8:30 p.m.
The winter edition of this popular class. We will cover
basic backyard birds of winter but concentrate on the
tricky ID challengeslike House Finch vs Purple Finch,
Downy vs Hairy Woodpecker, Cooper’s vs Sharp-
shinned Hawk. Join us for an evening of Backyard Bird
ID and we will solve some of the most common
frustrations that new birders struggle with.

Birdsof San Diego County (in stor e class)
Thursday, January 28th 7:00 p.m. to 8:30p.m.
Have you thought about birding in Southern California?
Do you know what county has the highest species count
in the United States? If you are curious about these two
questions, you may want to attend this class. “The guys”
and | took atrip to San Diego awhile back and garnered
apetty impressive bird list. If there is enough interest, we
may be planning atrip for the store.

Mid-Winter Birdsof NW Missouri

Sunday, February 7th 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Last winter, Lewis & Clark State Park was loaded with
Snow Geese and Bald

Eagles. We will search gé "_: b r-___ _ '
area hotspots for hawks, |~ =W = _
eagles, Snow Buntings, S == «7 =
Lapland Longspurs, ==
Short-eared Owls and et S 3

H ___"" - "g ~-
any other goodies. Dress 1&:_ D
warmly and you may “Blue Goose” form of the Snow
want to bring athermos Goose at Lewis & Clark Sate
of something hot. Park Photo by Mary Nemecek

Meet at the store at 1:00 p.m.

With Nikon's SLR Adapter you can convert
your Nikon Spotting Scope into one
massive cameralens! Call for moreinfo.

The white leading wing
edges|D thisasa
Bonaparte's Gull

Photo by Annette Talbot

CreatureComforters(in storeclass)
Thursday, February 25th ~ 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
To get prepared for the nesting

season, we will be talking about
Purple Martins, bluebirdsand
other species that can be attracted
to your yard viaa nest box. Come
with questions and experiencesto
share with others who take on the
role as bird landlords each year.

House Wren
photo by Mary Nemecek

BirdingAcrossSateL ines

Sunday, March 14th 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Birdsdo not recognize political boundariesand neither
should birders. We will spend the afternoon exploring a
couple of Kansas |akes that have been known to turn up
really good birdsin the past. We will start at Wyandotte
County Lake then head down to Shawnee Mission Park
Lake in search of the elusive “ Jayhawk”.

Meet at the store at 1:00 p.m.

NIKON'S FIRST TRUE
GREEN BINOCULARS

www.nikonecobins.com Haveyou beenlooking
for agood pair of
compact binoculars?
Thenew 10X25 ecobins
fromNikon areterrific
littleglassesmadewith
thehighestleve of earth
friendlinessinmind.
Eventhe caseis 100%

Now
$169.99 e)

eco

Recycled fibers

BACKYARD BIRD CENTER
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SPECIES PROFILE: Barred Owl

By Mark McKellar

“Could | haveahyenain my back
yardat night?’ Thatisaquestionthat |
have had to answer morethan oncein
my career. Theanswer is, of course,
not likely but | bet | know what is
making that strange sound. TheBarred
Owl (Srix varia) isperhaps our most
common owl and can makeavariety of
cals. It hasadapted quitewell to urban
settings, especiadly areaswith acreek

Barred Owl at Weston Bend Stat
Photo by Rick Jordahl
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for thebarring pattern on their chest.

1Y | They aretheonly owl inour areawith

| dark eyesand no“ear” tuffs. They are
most likely to befoundinwet aress,

| | especialy aong riversand streams. They

arethekingsof thenighttimeworldinthe

swamps acrossthe southern states.
Liked! owlsthey prey onsmall

mammalsand snakes but their tastefor

fishand crayfishisquiteunique. | hada

or constant water source.

Most famoudy knownfor itsclassic call of “Who
Cooks For You, Who Cooks For YouAaadllll”, Barreds
will do many variationsof thisdepending onthesituation.
Thehyenaor monkey sounding call that peopleoften
describeismost often given when adult birdsget closeto
theedge of another adultsterritory. Aswith most wild
animals, thisnot permitted by the owlsand they will get into
avocal dispute before physical aggressionistaken.

Barred Owlsare medium sized owlsthat are named

call afew yearsago fromamanwho had

aBarred Owl eating hisKoi at night.

Barred Owlsare cavity nesting birdsthusthey can
beattracted to anesting structure. | have most often
foundtheir nestsintreeswherealargelimb hasbroken
off toform adeep crevasse.

For ananima that isnocturnd, | havefound them
many timesduring daylight hours. Whenout hikingina
riparian areaskeep an eyeout for their unique silhouette
perched quietly upinatree.

CONSERVATION MISSOURI
"WSPRAIRIE

CORNER: /" EQUNDATION

Having not grown up here, | canremember thefirsttimel saw a
TalgrassPrairieinitsfull glory. | honestly remember saying“Wow, so
thatiswhat area prairielookslike!” If you haven't seenared prairie
itisn't surprising asthisone of most endangered ecosystemsin our
great country. According to MPF, of themorethan 15 million acres of
tallgrass prairiethat once covered Missouri, fewer than 90,000 acres
remain.

If it bothersyou to think that “the” ecosystem that isuniqueto
thispart of the planet isdisappearing, you should consider supporting
the Missouri Prairie Foundation. M PF has been akey volunteer
driven, private group advocating the conservation and management of
remaining tractsof origina prairiein our state. They have purchased
and manage 14 propertiesof their own aswell asassist with prairies
owned by state and other private conservation organi zations.

For awholelot of information onthisgreat group, visit their
websitewww.moprairie.org or you can call them at 1-888-843-
6739. Membershipsareaslittle as$35 and that includesawonderful
magazine (journal) four times per year. They aso haveregular work-
daysfor thosewho want to get involved on ahandson level.

SUET SEASON IS HERE

Cold weather brings woodpeckers, chicka-
dees, nuthatches and others to suet feeders.

Seed Treat Suet Cakes
from C & Sarenow

99¢

Hot Pepper Suet Cakes
area quick fix for squir-
rels and raccoons who
develope a taste for suet.
Birds are not affected.

™ Pure Suet cakes eliminate

fillers that take up space

for the beef fat that birds
arereally after.

Upside down suet
feedersdiscourage
European Sarlings.

BACKYARD BIRD CENTER
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Time To Ask Mark...

Q. What kind of affect doyou think thiscool, wet summer will haveon thebirds?

A. This could take awhole page, but in short | think most birds fared very well this summer. |
know most of my bluebird people reported 4 successful nestings where they generally are lucky
to raise many young onesin the third attempt. Much like last year, there is abountiful supply of
berries and acorns this year and that also bodes well for many birds this winter. On the negative
side, | alwaysworry about ground nesting birds like quail and prairie chickens. It istough for the

little onesto survive when it is so wet.

Q. Can | usean extension cord with my bird bath de-icer ?

A. Yes. | have been using an extension cord (generally a 50 ft. one) with my de-icers for 15 i
years and have never had a problem with them. | do have to get alittle creative with my lawn White-breast
chair placement to keep my chew happy Black Lab from getting to it. The most important safety

precaution isto make sureit is plugged into agroundfault outlet.

Q. Will my birdsfreezeto something metal if they bathein thewinter?

uthatch
Photo by Mary Nemecek

A. Inthe 25 years of working with birds on a professional and personal level, | have never seen or even read any
documentation of a bird becoming stuck to any surface because of water on its feet freezing. If you look at a bird's feet
closely, you will notice they are covered in scales which shed water very rapidly. Birds must bathe, even in winter, to

maintain healthy feathers.

Q. My dad isconvinced the cheap bag of bird seed he getsat thegrocery storeis perfectly finefor his

birds. Heison alimited budget, what can | tell him?

A. Plainand simple, it really is expectations. The “cheap” birdseed blends are filled with
fillerslike milo, cracked corn, whest, sticks, stems, rocks and who knows what else. If
he is OK with feeding hordes of House Sparrows, grackle and Mourning Doves then the
cheap mixes are probably fine. If he wants to attract cardinals, chickadees, flickers and
other beautiful birds then hewill do far better with quality seed. A 50lb bag of Black Qil
Sunflower (the favorite seed of more birds than any other) is $15.99. | can’'t imagine a
bag of the “cheep” seed costing much less. If he does want to feed the sparrows and
doves, heis better just buying a bag of White Proso Millet ($13.99 for 50 Ib) and
spreading in on the ground and leaving the feeders for the sunflower and better birds.
The proof isin the results. Give thisatry and see what happens.

Northern Cardinals love

Photo by Pat White

sunflower and safflower seeds.

PRETTY AND PRACTICALS $5 OFF a 35lb Bag
: of Cardinal Foode
E(‘)eautifu'tpf"\'tef 4 W?ngcg?m%, == |Wild Delight’sCardinal Food: is
rnamentsfrom windchimes,
Amos Pewter A H windchimes. ah gh qual Itysﬂf??gv\?;rsggalr?mg’
G . g i ]
Nature-themed raisinsand cherries.
e, JewdryfromFine & v @ Thereare no_flller
. Enamels | seedsand Wild
: Unique, beautiful De“ght tri ple
Everyone (including E . afnq er(wj\llironrlnentally 4 cleansand vitamen
Teachers) wear socks, ) riendly, Zulugrass
and these are very 4 jewelry is hand- enhancestheir
“cool” socks. ; crafted by the seed.
Maasai people of Save paper, just mention this ad for your
Africa. $5 OFF. Expires 12/31/09

BACKYARD BIRD CENTER
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A GREAT WAY TO PROTECT THE SCOUT IN YOUR LIFE

Do you have someone in your family that isinvolved with Boy Scouts? If you do, they
probably spend awhole lot of time out in the sun. This summer, my son and | wore our Tilley
hats to Bear Cub Day Camp at Camp Naish and boy was | glad we did. With intense sun and
temperatures pushing 100, | got asked by lots of dads where we got our hats. It doesn’t hurt
that the Olive LTM6 Tilley hat (pictured) matches the Boy Scout uniform perfectly.

Winter Tilley hatsarenearly aspopular astheir classic Tilleys. Withfold :
down ear flapsand forehead warmers, they areafar morestylishway to  How many uses can you
keep your head warm than astocking cap. They too havethelifetime think °é ifr%fhg‘uesg“thouse
of Warranty and the endorsement for skin cancer protection fromthe Mayo h
Clinic.Wea so havethe new color Herringbone Brown in stock.

PROJECT FEEDER WATCH

Join usfor the 23 season of Project FeederWatch. Last year 115,000 Checklists
from Citizen Scientistsacrossthe U.S. and Canadawere submitted to Cornell. It's
not too lateto get involved. Countsgo from November through April. If you only
want to count onceamonth or you can’t feed birds at your house, consider volun-
teering at the Martha L afite Thompson Nature Sanctuary in Liberty (816-781-8598).
Project FeederWatch helped scientiss -OF moreinformation on Project FeederWatch visit www.birds.cornell.edu/pfw or

document last winter’s invasion of  call 800-843-BIRD (2473). Thereisa$15.00 feeto pay for materials.

Pine Siskins in our area.
Photo by Jeff Janney




