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Sill Our One and

Only Location

It happened the other day. A
customer asked why a certain
feeder was $10 cheaper here
than it was at our other store.

Oops! That is simple, we don't enableseggstofit

have another store.

| know there are other
stores around the city that are
similar to ours but the Back-
yard Bird Center in the Board-
walk Square Shopping Center
is our one and only location.

| am not writing this for any
other reason than to clear up
any confusion that may be out
there. We are very proud of
what we have built here over
the last several years and one
day (when the kids are older)
we may open another location
but for now there is only one
spot where we invite you to
“Come by and talk birds”.

The Incredible Egg
by Mark McKellar

Therearemany thingsinlifewe
takefor granted. Beforel started
studying birds, eggscertainly fell into
that category. Eggswerefor either
eating, dying and hunting or occasion-
aly throwing. Thesewondersof nature
areincredibly strong, diversein shape
and color and enable birdsto nest
successfully fromthedriest desertsto
the coldest conditionson the planet.

Anegg'sshapeisafunction of
srengthwith thefunctionality of a
specific speciesneeds. Therearefour
basi ¢ shapesof egg. Themgjority of

Weall know therearewhite,
tan and blueeggsbut thevariationin
spots, squiggly linesand blotcheson
many eggsistruly fascinating. The
spotsand linesare produced by
glandsintheoviducts. Astheeggs
passthrough, pigmentsfromthe
glandsare* squeezed” onto theeggs.
Themovement of eggswithinthe
ductsdictatesthelocation and shape
of their spotsand lines.

If you have ever looked for a
Killdeer’'seggsinagravel driveway,
you know that concealmentisa

eggsaresmilarin
shapetotheclassic
chickeneggwhile
othersarequite
unique. Theclassic
or dliptical shape

together nicely sothe
parent canincubate

Yellow Warbler Nest.
Photo courtesy of Linda Williams

primary function of color
for most birdsbut there
areother functions. For
birdslike seabirdsthat
¥ [ nestinhugecolonies, itis
B | believed that females
learntheir uniquecolor
patterntolocate them.

It may not surprise

al of themevenly.

Larger birdslikeeagleslay eggs
that are pretty much round and birds
likegullsand seabirdsthat nest oncliffs
lay eggsthat are strongly pear shaped.
Think about that if youwill. If youlay
your eggson aflat rock inchesfroma
300 ft drop, don’t you think an egg that
rollsinacircleif bumpedisagood
idea. Perhapsthe egg shapethat caught
my attention the most werethefootball
shaped eggsof grebesand cormorants.
Onetheory isthisshapeisgood for
unstable nest likethefloating nests of
grebes.

youto know that small
birdslay small eggs, but did you
know that small birdslay propor-
tionately much larger eggsthan
larger birds?If you redly want to be
impressed, look up thefamed
Austrdian birdtheKiwi. Theeggs
they lay areabout half the size of
their body. Ouch!

Thenext timeyou goto crack
open an egg for your favoriterecipe,
think about your favoritebirdsand
try to guesshow their eggsare
shaped and colored.
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Winning the Ant Wars

by Ruth Simmons

Don’t you hateit when you go out to your
hummingbird or oriolefeeder and find it full of
ants? Most of the ants are dead and the nectar
has spoiled and smellsbad. Thenback inthe
house, you dwaysend up with acoupleof live
antscrawling around thesink asyoutry to clean
thefeeders.

Thereisasimplesolution to thisproblem:
water. Just likethe castles of knightsand kings, a
moat isjust what you need to stop theinvading
ants. Whether itisnectar, jelly, or fruit that needs
protection, an ant moat will dothetrick.

Songhird Essentials and an

Somemanufacturers, likeAspectsand Birds

Aspects Hummzinger Mini

Choice, aremaking their feederswith small, built
inant moats. If you already have afeeder that ismoat-less, you can buy ant
moatsthat hang between your hook and thefeeder. Just fill the moat with
water and the antsare stopped. You haveto keep an eye onthe smaller, built
inmoats, asthewater evaporates quickly. If the moat goesdry, theantswill
take advantage of the situation and get to the sweet treats.

Ant moatshave worked magic on all my sweet feeders, but | could not
put them on my window hummingbird feeders. Aspectshascomeupwitha
wonderful new window feeder withamoat. The nectar bowl sitsinthe
center of themoat wheretheantscan’t gettoit. Thisitemisstill in produc-
tion and not in storesyet. They tell usit will beready for theend of summer
migration. Until then, your best bet isto useaHangUp from BirdsChoice
that suction cupsto thewindow. You can then useaNectar Protector with
your favoritefeeder. Whichever sweet feeder you have, an ant moat will
work for you.

YOU ASKED, WE GOT THEM IN

We have had repeated requests for larger, A
deeper sounding Windchimes. They have / 1\
arrived. Come by and see our new selection of =

Woodstock Windchimes. As a dedicated '
newsletter reader, mention this add and we
will take 10% off any chimein stock!
Offer go%rough the month of July.

et

Father’s Day Ideas

Are you someone who regrets the gift
you got your husband or dad on Father’s
Day when you see the look on his face?
Come on ladies, we are not that hard to
buy for. If the men in your life are into
outdoor activities, here are few tips from
the staff. (Gents, feel free to cut this out
and leave it where she can’t miss it).

Binoculars
A really good pair of binoculars will last
you for years.
Whether it is for
birding, ball
games, hunting or
just to take along
on vacations,
Nikon has the
price ranges and features to meet
anyone’s needs. Nikon Monarchs
(pictured) are ultra light for hiking,
waterproof and feature great lenses. $75
to $999

Tilley Hat
Does your dad spent much of his time
outdoors? With Skin Cancer on the rise,
UV protection is more important than
ever. Tilley hats are the only hats
endorsed by the
Mayo Clinic for skin
cancer protection.
They float, are
washable and have
a lifetime warranty
to never to wear
out. $55 to $85

%
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Multi Media

Is your dad the type that has a healthy
thirst for knowledge? Luckily, we never
stop learning and we have
loads of books, CDs, DVDs
and software programs to
help him expand his
knowledge about birds. $15
to $99.

PETERSON FIELD GUIDES'

Birding by Ear
Eastern/Central

BACKYARD BIRD CENTER
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Have Binos, Will Travel!

Winter birding was terrific this winter. I’ m speaking almost entirely from abackyard view.
The numbers of Red-breasted Nuthatches, Pine Siskens, Purple Finches and even Red
Crosshills wereimpressive. Field birding was pretty good but not spectacular. Perhaps the
most impressive number | heard all winter was the estimated 1.4 million Snow Geese
counted at Squaw Creek late in the season. Wow! Asistypical for this season we didn’t
really get out in thefield until very late winter but the birding was good. In March, Smithville
Lake treated us to three Common Loonsin full breeding plumage, asingle White Pelican

with hisbill keel showing and Bald Eagles.

Yellow-headed Blackbird
Photo by Rick Jordahl

The hikes and programs listed below are available to our store customers
and fill on a first come first serve basis.
PLEASE call the store for directions, meeting locations and to register (816) 746-1113

ParkvilleNature Sanctuary Parkville, MO
Saturday, June 14th 8:00a.m.t09:30 a.m.
With migration over, we will search the sanctuary for
nesting birds and their young.

Birdsof a New Mexico Adventure (in store class)
Thursday, July 10th 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Join usfor atrip down memory
lane with a slide show of the
birds seen on last winter’s
birding trip to New Mexico. 15
of us explored the New Mexico
mountains and deserts and
tallied over 120 speciesand "
loads of fun.

Gambel’s Quail photo
courtesy of Rick Jordahl

Parkville, MO

6:00 am. to 2:00 p.m.
The nesting birds of atrue
tallgrassprairie. We will
explore the wonderous 3,300
acre Dunn Ranch Preserve at
the most beautiful time of the
year. Wildflowers should be
spectacular and the resident
birdsplentiful. Bobolinks,
Upland Sandpipers, Sedge
Wrens, Vesper’'s Sparrow and
possibly an elusive Black-billed Cuckoo are possible.
Depart from Soreat 6:00a.m. return ~2:00 p.m.
Wewill car pool, help with gascost isappreciated.

Owl Prowl at MarthaL afite Liberty, MO
Saturday, July 19th 7:30 p.m. t0 9:30 p.m.
Thiswill beafun filled evening of Owlmania. We will
have alive owl on hand and you will have a chance to

Dunn Ranch Preserve
Saturday, July 12th

2 P
Upland Sandpiper photo
courtesy of Rick Jordahl

disect an ow! pellet. We will head out at dusk and try to
call acouple of owlsin close. Please call Martha Lafite
Thompson Nature Sanctuary (781-8598) for cost and to
sign up for this program.

Traveling Birders-San DiegoAdventure(in store)
Wednesday, July 30th 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
What isthe “birdiest” county in America? San Diego
county holds that title. We will recap the birds and places
of thisregion seen on arecent visit there. Who knows, it
could be a preview for agroup trip in the future.

TILLEY VEST

Whether you are adedicated birder,
photographer or just atraveler, the
Different Drummer Maverick Vest
fromTilley isfor you. Designed with
€leven pockets, ranging from an
inside cell-phone pocket to ahuge
onehbig enough for an SLR camera,
full-szed binocularsor alight
swester. Other than hand-warming pockets, al the
exterior onesare secured by
Velcro® or zippers. The
Zippered onesare 9 inches
deep! Thefront pocketshave v
expansion pleatsso you can
carry more stuff.

Asan introductory offer,
mention this add and we will
take $10 off any vest in stock!
Offer good through
themonth of July.

BACKYARD BIRD CENTER
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SPECIES PROFILE: Orchard Oriole
by Rick Jordahl

Early inone' shirding career, “mystery birds’ areoften
encountered. What isit?A warbler? A tanager? Somekind
of new speciesnever before encountered?

Whileit'shighly unlikely any of uswill ever discover a
new species, we occasionally comeacrossanindividud bird
that makesussay, “what havewehere?’ In such situations,
it'simportant to remember to get asgood alook aspossible
making mental notesof relative size, coloring, wing bars, bill
shapeand habitat in which the bird isfound — before
reaching for your field guide. | waseven lucky enough to get
aphoto. Still, theidentification eluded me.

That'swhenit hel psto havefriendswho are veteran
birders. “That'safirst summer Orchard Oriole,” camethe
response. Sure enough, theyellowish color, black throat
patch and whitish wing barsall added up.

Our smallest oriole, the Orchard Oriole (Icterus
spurius) isamember of theicterid family whichincludesall
blackbirds, meadowlarksand grackles. Although not as
flashy or numerousasitscousintheBatimore Oriole, the
smaller Orchard Oriole, at 6-7 inches, isalwaysasummer
treat to seeand hear.

You'll find thissummer visitor around shadetreesin
parksand rural gardensand open country with scattered
trees, often near lakesand streams. Yes, eveninold or-
chards. The Orchard Oriole seemsto prefer habitatswith
sparse human popul ations such as parks and pastures. The
accompanying photo wastaken at Little Bean Marsh
ConservationArea.
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Theadultmae \ : !
hasarusty or ; A
chestnut colored N ¢ 8. 1%
body andablack | SRl g S
head and baCk’ a Orchard Oriole photo courtesy of author
short, sharp bill and

whitewing bars. Thefemdeisal olive-yellowishand
also haswhitewing bars. FemaeBatimore Oriolesare
sometimes confused with female Orchard Oriolesbut
thelatter isusualy moreoliveoverdl. Don't let the
immature malefool you however, likehedidthishirder.

They eat insects, fruits, small seedsand nectar.
For nesting, they prefer cottonwood trees, willowsand
red cedar. Their nest, acarefully woven pouch of fibers
and grass, isgeneraly suspended from theforked
branch of atree or bush. Unfortunately, Orchard Oriole
nestsare commonly parasitized by cowhbirds.

Thesongisaloudjumbleof lively andrichwhis-
tling, usualy with azheeeer at or near theend. The
distinctive song generally startswith two or threehigh-
pitched notes.

Orchard Oriolesrange east of the Rocky Moun-
tainsto theAtlantic Ocean. Fairly common but declining
overdl, the Orchard Orioleisarather late spring
migrant. Seethemwhileyou can. They head back south
quickly and may returnto their wintering groundsin
Centra America, Colombiaand Venezuelaasearly as
late July or August.

CONSERVATION CORNER: Volunteering for Conservation

Withtherising cost of living, nonprofit groupslikethe
MarthaL afite Thompson Nature Sanctuary, Kansas City
Wildlands, Parkville Nature Sanctuary and others suffer
greatly. Understandably, people cut back ontheir giving.
Most of the people still want to support these wonderful
causesand generaly do sowith their timewhenthey can't
withtheir money. Nonprofit groupsareamost always
minimally staffed and they areoverworked. Itisthrough
volunteersthat they survive.

If youwant to work with children, the volunteer
naturalist program might beaperfect fit. Do you have good
phone skills? How about dataentry?If you want to get your
handsdirty, | know MLTNShasal and and Resource

workday thefirst Saturday of every month and aways
need hands, backsand equipment. Kansas City
WildLandshasfield workdays several Saturdaysayear.
Check thesefolksout and consider lending ahelping hand

now and then. Itisagreat messageto teach our kids.

-
LS

/ Fi Martha Lafite Thompson
; Nature Sanctuary
(www.naturesanctuary.com)
Kansas City WildLands
(www.kcwildlands.org)
Lakeside Nature Center
o [ (www.lakesidenaturecenter.org)
Parkville Nature Sanctuary
(www.parkvillemo.com/nature)

HeIping with Sumer Camp
photo by Diane Kixmiller

BACKYARD BIRD CENTER
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Time To Ask Mark...

Q. Wheredid my goldfinchesgothisspring?

A. Goldfinchesareresident birdsthat comeand go from feeders primarily withwild food
availability. Intheearly spring, oneof thefirst wild seedsavailable arethedandelions.
Soontofollow arethe oaks, maplesand other trees. Last year most of that food crop
waskilled by the* Easter Freeze” so goldfincheswere plentiful at thefeedersright through
spring. Don't fear, they will be back onand off through till July whenthey start nesting.

. - . | i |
Q.Howdol keep thebirdsfrom building anest on my porch light? Alfnagr?z::r?rgogfd’}/ilsci.

A.. Each spring wedeal with theissue of birdsbuilding nest werethey arejust not wanted. Photo by Teresa Havens
Two thingsto remember; once birdshavelaid their eggs, you can’t touch their nest

(except European Starlings and House Sparrows) and birds are best discouraged with visua deterents. While not
guaranteed, atoy snake draped acrossor tacked up closeto the areawherethey aretrying to build isenough to get
them to abandon that nest site. We al so have Scare Tape that can be suspended in the areaand some have had luck
with hanging old CDsfromtheceiling. They will find anew placetonest.

Q. Isthereanythingl can placeout that will help the hummingbirdswith their nesting?
A. Hummingbirdsbuild their nest primarily from spider webs, mossand plant down. Songbird Station now hasanew
nesting hel per that containsmateria sthey can useasnest liner.

Q. Haseveryone been seeing lots of different birdsat their oriolefeedersthisyear?
A. Definitely. We have had loads of reportsthisspring
of “never seen before” birdsfeeding on orangesand
especially jdly. Asdefromthe Batimoreand Orchard
Orioles, we have had the semi regular Grey Catbirds,
Downy and Red-bellied Woodpeckers, House Finches,
Northern Cardinas, Cedar Waxwings, and Northern
Mockingbirds. We' ve had reports of American Gold-
finch, Scarlet Tanagers, Summer Tanager, Western Summer Tanager photo
: : _ Tanager (very rarein MO) and Tennessee Warblers courtesy of Rick Jordahl

Cedar Waxwings eating berries i . . .

from a dish photo feeding aswell. Call or e-mail usif you haveany species

courtesy of Diana that we can add tothelist.

ASPECTS BEST SELLER SPECIALS

Blue is the new green?
Maybe not in the fashion
world but in Aspects
Finch and Multiseed
feedersitis. Thisisour

THE HUMMZINGER MINI
(8 OZ. FEEDER)
THE TUBE TOP

fop sell é ng tubﬁ feefder (WEATHER DOME)

ine and now they feature ,

Ouick Cleom bacss. SIS  ASPECTS TUBE FEEDERS
Easily our best selling (MULTISEED & FINCH)
feeder accessory, the
Tube Top helps keep MENTION

seed and your birds dry. THIS AD & TAKE

All Aspects Feeders 1 5% OFF

Easy to clean, bee resistant,
Lifetime Guarantees, itsno
wonder the Hummzingers are
our top selling hummingbird
feeders.

Are Proudly Made In
The USA! LIMIT 1 OF EACH DESIGN

(EXPIRES JUNE. 30TH)

BACKYARD BIRD CENTER
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GO ONLINE TO GET OUR e-NEWSLETTER

Indigo Buntings are not seen at feeders during the

summer as frequently as they are in spring.
Photo Courtesy of Arlene Russell

WE HAVE LOTS OF BIRD
FRIENDLY ITEMS FOR
YOUR YARD AND GARDEN

- WWW.BACKYARDBIRDCENTERKC.COM
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UPCOMING IMPORTANT BIRD DATES

June- Timefor Eastern Bluebird and House Wren 2nd nesting
LateJuly - Shorebirdsfrom thenorth start showing up in wetlands
LateJuly/Early August - Young Hummingbirdsstart visiting feeder s
August - Bluebirdswill often attempt a 3rd nest
Mid-August - Hummingird numbersstart to peak.




