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Customer
Appreciation
Night
Wednesday

November 30th
5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Once again we want to
show our appreciation to our
wonderful customers by
offering a special weekend of
savings.

On Wednesday evening,
everything in the store will be
15% Off (sorry, but while this
does include sale merchan-
dise, we can not combine
this with other discounts).

Aside from the great deals,
we will have refreshments
and door prizes.

Extended Holiday Hours
During December
Thursdays 9:30 - 7:00
Sundays 1:00 - 5:00
December 24th close at 5:00
Closed 25th

Magic Seed
by Mark McKellar

Istherereally adifferencein bird seed?What is
the"magic’ seed?

First and foremogt, thereisadifferencein bird
seed. Differencesarefound bothinthe“taste” prefer-
encesof birdsaswell asthequality and nutritional
vauefor wildlife. Many of thecommercial bird seed
mixesfoundin grocery andlargeretail shopsarefilled ;
with“filler” grainssuch asmilo (thesmall red seed E' '» :
about the size of aBB), oats, wheat and cracked
corn. Thesegrainsareal very inexpensiveto grow
and are densewhich makeit very easy toget abag’'s
weight upto 5 or 10 Ibsand keep the pricelow. NEW BirdQuest Spiral

The problem that anyonewho hasgonedown Peanut Feeder - $29.99
the* cheap seed” road findsout isthat most birds (especialy the pretty ones)
don't particularly likethegrains. The companiesare smart enoughtothrowina
few sunflower seedsand millet to makethe bag look better. The* cheap” bird
seedisgeneraly quitedirty. Not only arefolksbuying seed that birdswill not
eat, they arepaying for dirt, stemsand even rocks.

Enough ranting about the bad stuff, let’stalk about what birdsreally like.
TheAudubon Society of Western Pennsylvaniadid agreat study afew years
ago on seed preferences. Their goa wasto formulatetheir custom bird seed
and only usethe seedsthat birds of that arealiked. Yes, they put out “junk”
seedsaswell asthe* good stuff”. And, yesit followed pretty closely withwhat
all reputable surveysshow. Hereiswhat birdswant:

1) Black Oil Sunflower —it should be present in all feeder stationsthat
don’t mind the hullsthat gather under thefeeders. For thosewho do mind, use
hulled sunflower kernels (hearts) or chips. Most birdsloveit.

2) Safflower - therearethosewho will arguewith mehere, butitisthe
number one seed of choicefor the cardinals, housefinchesand morning doves
inmy yard. Squirrels, starlings, gracklesand even house sparrowsreally don't
likeit. Itisinmost good mixesand | have onebig tubefeeder with atray
dedicatedtoit.

3) Peanuts—no one should be surprised that birdsor amost any animal
wouldlove peanuts. They arehighin oil andfat and convert easily to body
heat. Even thoughit can drive up the cost, most good mixeshave somenuts. It
isfar more economical tofeed raw shelled peanutsviawire mesh peanut

it = T |
A Downy Woodpecker and
Eastern Bluebird take
advantage of the high oil
content in peanuts on the

... continued on Page 2
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. . .continued from cover (Magic Seed)

feeders. Woodpeckers, nuthatchesand many otherslove
them.

4) Millet —this seed often getsabad rap. Many
confuseit with milo (remember, #1 onthejunk list) andit
quite often getstossed ontheground. Milletisatrue
favorite of many of the ground feederslikejuncos, white-
throated sparrows, indigo buntingsand doves. Itisasoa
favorite of thelessdesirable house sparrow. My problem
isthat | havethemanyway so| usemillet
asaground throw to both keep my house
sparrows out of my good feedersand
keepmy “good” ground feedershappy.

5) Nyjer —also erroneoudy known
asthistle. Nyjerisaspeciaty seedthat is
afavorite of the beloved goldfinch. A few
other birdslikeit but for the most part, a
feeder filled with nyjer isfor thefinches. It
isgrowninfar away landsand sterilized
before being imported.

Goldfinches on

Mix or don’t mix. | haveread that if you do not mix
your seeds, youwill not have anissuewith bird throwing
seed to theground. Wrong. Thissoundsnicebut it
doesn’t work that way.

OK. Let'sgoover dl of this. Black Oil Sunflower is
the best overall seed but to attract adiverse mix of birds,
avariety of clean, high quality seedisbest. Lessdirt and
grains, more quality seedsequal agreater valuetoyou
andyour birds.

Aspects' New Fancy
Swirl-Tray $13.49

the Droll Yankee
15" Finch $24.99

BETTER BIRD SEED
PRICING THIS FALL

The great growing conditions this fall have led to a good
havest in certain types of seed and I’m glad to pass along
these savings to our customers.l hope this change even
more but for now:

50 Ib. Black Qil Sunflower $13.99

50 Ib. Fine Sunflower Chips $34.99

50 Ib. Whole Sunflower Hearts $42.99

50 Ib. Safflower $29.99

50 Ib. Nyjer $39.99
Cats and Birds

By Rick Jordahl

Not necessarily. If welove our catsasmuch aswe
loveour birds, wewill decideto keep our catsindoors.

Itisbest for the cat and best for our feathered
friends! Because of their predatory ingtinct, catsare one
of the biggest threatsto the birdsweloveto seeat our
feeders. Catskill thousandsof birdseach year when
allowed to prowl outdoors. When roaming free, even
well-fed house cats cannot resist killing birds.

Another important reason to keep catsindoorsis
for their own safety. Your cats ninelivescan disappear
quickly whenthey arehit by acar, contract adeadly
virusor fal victimto aneighbor’sdog that isnot cat-
friendly. Asresponsible pet owners, make sureyour pet
isspayed or neutered. And keep the cat indoors. Get
some new cat toys, cat-nip or perhapsanew bird
feeder outsider their favoritewindow! You canentertain
your cat right inthe house and they will loveyoufor it!

Birdsaresubject to many cruel factsof lifeinclud-
ing declining habitat, harsh wegther, pollutionand wild
predators. Don't add to their problemsby letting your
cat roam outdoors.

IT"S TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT UNFROZEN WATER

The Heated BA1H from
Erva attaches easily to
your deck railing.
Clamp On Mount $54.99
Screw On Mount $51.99

Ground Level $54.99

The Farm Innovator P-418
Floating Pond De-Icer works for
larger water features. $48.99

Mention thisad for 10% off any
Heated Birdbath or
Birdbath De-lcer in Stock.

(Expires December 15, 2005)

Spa is made of tough
impact plastic. It cleans
up easily and has a 3
year warranty.
Deck Mount $89.99
With Pedestal $124.99
Pedestal only $39.99

Kozy Bird Spa Cresent
Shaped De-l cers fit
around statuary pieces.
$54.99

BACKYARD BIRD CENTER



Have Binos, Will Travel! E

Thesummer birding season wasterrific. It started with avery good migration season
that extended into amild nesting season. During thelate summer hikeswe had good fall
warbler movement aswell asgreat looksat Yellow-billed Cuckoosand numerous
Indigo Buntings. Thehighlight of the season for me, wasour trip to Duluth, Minnesota.
Theterrificweather and brilliant fall color topped off agreat birding weekend. The
definite starsweretheraptors. Hawk Ridge Sanctuary isatrue“Hot Spot” for birding
inthefal. Thismarked thefirst timein my lifethat | wasableto watch aGolden Eagle
and aBald Eagle soaring together. What achanceof alifetimeto study theflight
profilesof those magnificent birds. Then therewerethe hundreds of Sharp-shinned
Hawks, four Northern Goshawks, numerous Merlins, agorgeousdark phased Rough-

Minnesota Hawk Watching
group with our adopted friend,
afemale Northen Goshawk

legged Hawk among the many Red-tailed Hawksand American Kestrels. Wow! What an experience.

The hikes and programs listed below fill on a first come first serve basis.
PLEASE call the store to register (816) 746-1113

SmithvilleL akeWater bird Watching

Sunday, November 6" 8:00a.m. —noon

Truly one of my must do trips each year. Though
dependent on weather patterns, the lake can be loaded
with birds this time of year. We will search out the many
ducks and geese for loons, grebes and other waterfowl.
Don’'t worry about the long distance viewing, we will have
plenty of spotting scopes for everyone to get “close up”
views of distant birds.

Meet us at the store at 7:30 or at the Litton Center

at 8:00.

I dentifying BirdsIn Your Backyard (in storeclass)
Wednesday, November 16th 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Back by popular demand! Areyou tired of not knowing
the names of the birds you are seeing at your feeders? Do
you get frustrated trying to figure out if it isaHouse Finch
or aPurple Finch? Join us for an evening of Backyard
Bird ID and we will solve some of the most common
frustrations that new birders struggle with.

ParkvilleNature Sanctuary’sAutumn Birds
Thursday, November 17th 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Join usfor abeautiful autumn hike. We will search for

winter arrivals and resident birds that should be forming
their winter forage flocks. Thiswill be agreat hike for
beginning bird watchers. Theterrainis somewhat hilly
but not strenuous. Meet us at the store for a 9:00 am.
departure or at the Sanctuary parking lot at 9:15.

Eaglesof Squaw Creek NWR
Sunday, November 27th  7:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
| always say, “why sit around eating leftover turkey
when you can soar with the eagles.” Thisday is sure to
be filled with beautiful sights. Last year we saw over
300 eagles and thousands of ducks and geese. Dress
warmly and bring a snack.

Meet at the store at 7:30 or the Visitor
Center at 9.

Wyandotte County L ake
Sunday, December 4th
9:00 am. to 11:00 a.m.
We will search the lake for arriving winter ™= 88
ducks and other waterfow! as well asthe &
brushy areas for sparrows and their
friends. This could be a cold day, dressfor
conditions.

Meet at the strore at 8:30 a.m.

Cooper’s Hawk
photo courtesy
Steve Horton

NOW THIS IS COOOOOL!

If you have a birder in your family that isn't intimidated by simple gadgets, this is got to be the
coolest gift idea that | have seen in years. This software program for your PDA is really complete.
It has the entire National Geographic Field Guide in it plus over 4 hours of bird song from the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology, a Listing program and an Identification program. We will carry both

@F the program cards and a bundle special with the Palm Tungsten E2. Due out the first of the year,

call or stop by for a special pre-order offer that includes a free carrying case and strap.

BACKYARD BIRD CENTER
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SPECIES PROFILE: Downy & Hairy Woodpeckers

by Ruth Simmons

Themost common woodpecker at my Downy (top) on DOwny isthebaby bird! Thisisthe perfect
feedersisthe Downy Woodpecker, Picoides . Aspects’ Peanut timeto |ook for the subtle differences between

pubescens. | lovetheway they hitch up and ] Hji'ro fé)‘;g?n) thetwo species. Therearedifferencesat both
down and around the treesand feeders! " ‘

onaCountry €ndsof these cousins, soyou should beable
Downyslovesunflower seed (especialy inthe Classic  tomakean |D no matter which end of thebird
chipform), peanuts, and suet.

Upsidedown vy ) can seel Firdt, the beak: comparethe
They arethe smallest of the our wood-

e ™ length of thebill tothe profileof thehead. The
peckersmeasuring in at about 6.5inchesfrom beak of the Downy will beabout half the
tail to beak. Themal€'sbright red spot at the length of the head’s* thickness”, but the beak
back of hisheadisthelone splash of color in

of theHairy will beequal to the head length.
the otherwise black and whitebird. Maleshave another form of ID; ook at the

But, if youlook inyour field guideyou wi II red spot at the nape of the neck. The Downy
seethat the Downy hasanearly identical but Iarger and will haveasolld red spot, but the Hairy’sspot will be
lesscommon cousin, the Hairy Woodpecker (Picoides divided by ablack line. Lastly, Downyshave dots, dots
villosus). Whileneither bird isparticularly hairy or downy  ontheir outer whitetail featherswhile Hairysdo not. Now
looking, they arenamed for thevery fine, hair-likefeath-  thereareawaysindividua sthat don’'t conformtothe
ersthat surround their beaks. Thishelpsto protect their rules, but for themost part, theseareexcellent field marks
nostrilswhilechipping away at treebark. to hepwithyour 1D skills. Remember: Downyshave

When you seethebirdstogether onthesamefeeder  dots!!!
or tree, itlooksasif the Hairy isthe parent and the

CONSERVATION CORNER: WHITE MOUNTAIN
Amity Woods Nature Park PUZZLES

. . Nothing helps a stretch of cold, nasty weather
Littleknowntomany of you, the48 acreAmity pass quicker than a puzzle. A great family activity

Woods Nature Park isanewly dedicated Kansas City that not only encourages teamwork but with these
Parks and Recreation piece of property just acouple of White Mountain Puzzles you can learn bird
milefrom the store. The property became available identification as well. We have a good selection of
through aland swap with adevel oper. Theacreageis 1,000 piece and 550 piece puzzles available.
designated to becomeanatureareawith hiking trails

and signage. Thestrategic planthey havein placefor 550 Piece Designs:

theproperty isimpressive. Cardinals & Friends

Northern Tranquility

On December 4th, the group will bejoining forces (Loon Family)

with the Southern Platte County AthleticAssociationin
hostinga8K, 5K and fun runtoraisemoney to help
both groups meet their missions. Amity Woodswill use
themoney to start ingtdling trailson the property. You
can cal mefor moreinformation.

If you arethe adventuroustypethat doesn’t mind
hikingwithout trails, the park islocated on Amity Road

: Birds of the Backyard
2 Endagered Species
- State Birds & Flowers

: o : fl
just south of Hwy 152. Thecity installed aparking ot el o \E,;\;J |t(tj$|r0\,l\,§s $14.99
thisyear so get out and enjoy. # \WId Ducks

Forest Friends

BACKYARD BIRD CENTER
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Time To Ask Mark...

Q. Isthereanything new isthe battleagainst squirrels?

A. Foiling squirrels continues to be at the forefront of feeder design. | till feel the best way
isawell positioned pole system with a quality baffle. It does seem that the issue of too many
trees to prevent the air attack is becoming more common. If that is your case then you should
consider asquirrel proof feeder. While we have several good models, the Squirrel Buster Plus |
from Brome (see picture) has become one of our best sellers.

Q. Wherehaveall of my birdsbeen?

A. September and October are always the slowest months at feeders. This is the season of
nature’'s bounty. Some years are better than others. The mosture and other factors this year The Squirrel Buster Plus has
must have been perfect because the amount of natural food out there is staggering. | have gz;cgiﬁfz?”;foifbﬁﬁ:ig gg‘
never seen so many acorns, walnuts, berries and seeds as | have this fall.Generally o
November 1st has always been my “unofficial” start of the feeder season and reports of increased feeder activity have
been coming inthisweek. Finally!

Q. Isthereadifferencein suets?

A. There are a couple of big differencesin suet. First is the difference between summer and winter
formulas. The no melt formulas for summer are doughier and have less fat in them.The other
differenceis (as aways) quality. Cheap suet cakes are generally filled with “fillers’, usually a cheap
bag of bird seed. The birds that feed on suet cakes do it for the suet, not the millet seed in the cake.
Better suet cakes cost alittle more but contain only the basic incredients that the birds want. My =
choices for the best winter cakes #1 Pure Suets, #2 Woodpecker Treat & #3 Peanut Treat. Woodpecker Treat

from C&S is high
Q. havebeen hearingalot about theBird Flu. Should | stop feeding birds? quallty suet-$2.29
A. No. | have been trying to keep up with the latest on the Bird Flu and have found good information on the Cornell
Web site among others. There is absolutely no record of the flu strain being passed from wild birds to humans. In fact
all casesto date have been linked to people who work closely with the poultry industry. | also understand the wild birds
it has been recorded in are mainly waterfowl and shorebirds (perhaps because of run off into wetlands from infected
poultry operations. Thisextremely rarefluisreally being hyped by the media.

IDEAL HOLIDAY GIFTS FOR THE NATURE LOVER

Richard Lamson
Mini Bluebird Pair.-
$24.99

( -~
B wj
< N

A
<

s

Mad Bluebird Mugs, trays, vase, flags,

Wild Republic Singing

Gallery Stained memo pads and more - various Birds.-$6.99
Glass Hook.-
$14.99 Great Starter Binoculars PETERSON FIELD GUIDES'

PowerView 4X20 Birding by Ear

Eastern/Central

Peterson’s Bird By
Ear CD.- $30.00

BACKYARD BIRD CENTER
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Pre Sort Std.
BOARDWALK SQUARE Nikon.

US Po
6212 NW BARRY ROAD | P R E M I E R stage

Paid
KANSAS CITY, MO 64154 .
: Optics Dealer ;
(816) 746-1113 P Permit 127
GO ONLINE TO GET OUR e-NEWSLETTER « WWW.BACKYARDBIRDCENTERKC.COM leerty 64068

y % “THIS IS THE BEST HAT I'VE EVER OWNED”

[= We hear it over and over again. These hats are everything their reputation proclaims them to be. “I’ve
f" M worn mine birding, working in the yard, to ball gamesand | loveit. Their UPF rating of 50 isthe highest
g ‘A‘v‘\

1 sun protection rating given and as a skin cancer victim, | appreciate that. | also love the fact that it floats
| and | can throw it in the washing machine or flatten it in my suitcase when | travel and it still looks as
“E good as new. What can | say, it'saTilley” (Mark McKellar)

THE VERY BEST BINOCULARS

On our recent birding trip to Minnesota, we spotted a duck way out in Lake Superior. |
raised my Nikon Premier 10X42 L Xs up to my eyes and said “It's a Redhead”. More
than one voice came from the back of the van “How did you know that?’ | could see the
details of the bird well enough to know beyond a shadow of a doubt what it was. There
were lots of really good binoculars in the van but when we passed around the Premiers,
everyone agreed they were noticably better. Come in a compare them to yours.

NEW AUDUBON SINGING BIRDS
Turkey
Killdeer
Barn Swalow
Common Yellowthroat
AmericanKestrel
Golden-winged Warbler
COLLECTORS SPECIAL RETURNS
Buy any 6 birds from the same store and receive a
Limited Edition Snowy Owl FREE (Expires December 31, 2005)
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